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Section 02 – Origins of Poverty and 
Lack Part 1 

Chapter 06 – Provision the Way it 
Should Be 

Aren’t you tired of being poor? Aren’t you tired of battling 
financially and battling to make ends meet; of not being able to 
buy the things that you need and meet the commitments that 
you have in your life on a day by day basis? 

This seems to be the experience of so many people, and 
especially the children of God. And because we have this 
experience, we come to the conclusion and think, 

“Perhaps God doesn’t want me to be blessed. Perhaps there is 
something wrong with me.”  

People are confused as to why God is not taking them out of 
their financial problems. 

Wealth just never seems to come naturally does it? It’s like you 
have to fight to get it. To some people it kind of looks like it 
comes naturally to them doesn’t it?  

It is always the other guy, or the wealthy people out there who 
seem to get it naturally. But you and I have to fight tooth and 
nail for every cent that we get in. And sad to say, most of us lose 
the fight don’t we? 

Answering Questions 

I would like to show you what causes poverty and lack. Where 
does this originate from?  

We need to find out the main cause for poverty and lack, and 
find out how to deal with that cause and to overcome it. 

If we can do that, could it be that perhaps as believers we could 
break free, and begin to walk in financial provision and blessing 
and live lives of prosperity? 
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Let me ask you some questions now. 

1. Can we do this?  
2. Should we do this?  
3. Is it possible?  
4. Is it Scriptural?  

These are some of the things I would like to answer for you now 
in this study of this very important subject.  

And so the first statement that I want to make quite clear, 
without any apology is this. 

Lack and poverty do not come from God.  

When God created this earth in its original form there was no 
lack. The original creation lacked absolutely nothing.  

Abundance without Restriction 

When God placed Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden, all of 
their needs were. All of their basic needs and even their desires 
were provided. And they didn’t just have enough, but they had 
an abundance and more than enough.  

There was natural wealth everywhere. It was as though jewels 
were just lying on the ground. Everything was there; all the 
natural resources. And all the things that today we would 
consider valuable were right for mankind to reach out and take. 

There were no limitations and restrictions. God didn’t say, 

“You are only allowed a certain portion and that is enough, as 
long as you just eat enough food to satisfy you. Don’t be a 
glutton; you are only allowed this many fruits a day. I want to 
keep you on a diet so that you can keep slim.” 

No, God gave no restrictions. There was only one restriction He 
ever gave and that was one tree – the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil.  
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He said, “You can have as much as you like freely. Just don’t 
touch that tree because that one will kill you.” 

That was the only restriction God ever gave. So when Adam 
stepped into this world he had everything that he needed.  

Adam Gave the Provision Up 

But you know Adam did a stupid thing. He took all of this wealth 
and God’s provision and he handed it over to Satan. And when 
he did that he lost everything.  

You say, “How could Adam be so stupid?” 

Well that is a study all on its own about the fall of man in the 
Garden of Eden and the temptation. We are going to look at it a 
little more as we continue and see some of the effects and what 
it did.  

But the fact is that Adam gave it up. Let me remind you that God 
didn’t take it away from him and say, 

“Adam, enough now! You have had enough and I’m going to 
restrict you.” 

No, God did not do that. By submitting to Satan and through sin, 
man chose to give up all the blessings that God had given to 
him.  

God’s Blessing on Israel 

As we go back into the Old Testament we see that God began to 
raise up for Himself a chosen people. And those chosen people 
God always gave the best to.  

As we go back and read the story of the nation of Israel, we see 
that they spent a time in Egypt, in slavery and bondage. You 
may be tempted to think, 

“Well you see God didn’t always give them the best. They were 
in trouble there and they lacked.” 
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No, how do you suppose they went to Egypt in the first place? 
Have you never read the story of Joseph? He got in with Pharaoh 
and became the wealthiest man, and he made Egypt the 
wealthiest land.  

He invited his family to come in, and he asked Pharaoh to give 
them the wealthiest portion of Egypt just for them. Do you think 
that Israel came into Egypt poor?  

No they didn’t. They came and walked into prosperity because 
that is what God does. He blesses – and He blesses in 
abundance.  

They came into Egypt with much wealth. But then a new 
Pharaoh came into power and he changed it. And Pharaoh in the 
Scriptures is often a picture of Satan. 

Abundance in Spite of Slavery 

That is exactly what happens with us as believers. God put us in 
this world – our Egypt. He put us in the best, but Satan comes 
and tries to put us under bondage and slavery, so that we can’t 
enjoy the blessings that the Lord has for us. 

But I want to tell you something. When the Israelites were 
slaves in Egypt they were not poor.  

They ate pretty well, because later on when they were sitting in 
the desert, living off the cereal that came down for breakfast 
every morning they moaned and groaned and said, 

“I wish we were back in Egypt again. Do you remember the 
barbecues and the steaks that we used to have there? Also the 
garlic, the leeks and the onions and the awesome veggies we 
used to eat there.” 

They were thinking back on the wonderful meals they used to 
have in Egypt. Well they were slaves. But even as slaves they 
ate good food. They weren’t starving. 

You see they were in bondage and they were forced to work hard 
for Pharaoh. But even there, their needs were still provided.  
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When they left Egypt, what did they leave with? The Scripture 
says they plundered the Egyptians.  

They borrowed money from them and carried so much wealth 
with them. Then later on when Moses wanted a collection to 
build the tabernacle, people started to bring him gold, silver, 
clothing and jewels - everything you could think of. They didn’t 
leave Egypt poor.  

Allowing Satan to Steal 

God has never intended His people to be poor. And when God’s 
blessing comes to somebody it always results in abundance.  

You say, “Well why is it then that ever since I became a Christian 
everything has gone wrong? I was doing okay before I became a 
Christian.” 

Well you see you didn’t have an enemy then that you have now. 
You had a different Pharaoh then to the one that you have right 
now.  

You have an enemy that is set to steal from you. Even as Adam 
in the Garden of Eden was walking in abundance, until Satan 
stepped in and took it out of his hands. 

It is not God’s fault. It is your fault for allowing Satan to steal it 
from you.  

I know that doesn’t sit well with a lot of people because they got 
bitter and twisted against the Lord and said, 

“God doesn’t want to bless me. You know I serve the Lord hard. 
I work hard for the Lord and I’m trying to live a righteous and 
good life.  

And you know God can’t even provide my need. But there are 
unbelievers out there that live like the devil. They are living in 
wealth and luxury. What kind of God do we serve?” 

Then they get bitter and twisted against the Lord. 
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Why aren’t you prospering? It is your fault because you let the 
enemy steal from you. 

The Best in Abundance 

God’s realm knows no lack. When the Scripture speaks about 
Heaven or the future place we will live in (the New Jerusalem), it 
talks about streets that are paved with gold. The walls are made 
out of jewels and any wealthy thing that you can think of.  

Everything in this world that we consider wealthy is what the city 
is made up of. God wants us to have everything that we need. 

God wants us to live in abundance. He doesn’t want us just to 
have enough. He doesn’t want us to just have the cheap junk. 
He wants us to have the best.  

God doesn’t want you living off the cheapest food that you can 
find. He wants you living off the healthiest food and the best 
tasting food. God always wants the best. 

He doesn’t want you wearing cheap, ratty clothes that you 
bought second hand at a sale. God wants you to have 
abundance, and He wants you to have the best.  

You need to believe that until it sinks into you; until you finally 
get it and stop blaming the Lord for your poverty. Until you do 
that you will stay the way you are and continue to believe the 
lies of the enemy.  

Stupid Ideas About Poverty 

We have this insane idea that religious people have come up 
with. It is the fact that it is very spiritual to remain poor.  

You have religious leaders who take a vow of poverty for the 
sake of the Kingdom of God. It is so spiritual isn’t it, because 
you say, 

“I am giving up all sense of any kind of comfort in life. I am 
going to live a life of poverty to glorify the Lord.” 
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How can you glorify God with poverty? Poverty is a curse.  

Jesus Died for Your Prosperity 

Do you know what you are doing when you say that? You are 
saying, 

“God, I don’t want the good things that you made? I don’t want 
them. You can keep them; I reject them.” 

That is what you are saying to God when you decide to take a 
vow of poverty. You are saying, 

“Jesus, what you bought on the cross of Calvary is of no value to 
me. You died to buy back what Adam gave away, but I don’t 
want it. Give it to the devil and his crowd.” 

The Scripture says that Jesus became poor so that we could 
become rich. If you want to walk a life of poverty, then you have 
rejected the work of Calvary.  

You may have accepted Jesus as your Savior, but you have only 
accepted half of what He did for you. 

God is the author of blessing and prosperity. God is not the 
author of poverty and lack. So who is? I have been telling you 
that all along. Lack and poverty came from Satan, not from God. 
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Chapter 07 – How Satan Tries to Stop 
Our Wealth 

How does Satan bring poverty into your life? Does he come as a 
big roaring lion and make it so obvious?  

No, he is very sneaky. He came into the Garden of Eden where 
Eve was standing with all the abundance all around her. Then he 
came and tempted her to become greedy.  

Isn’t that a bit stupid? How can you become greedy when you 
have everything?  

Well that was Satan’s cleverness because he was saying, 

“You don’t have everything. You see God didn’t give you 
everything. Yes He has given you all this good stuff, but He has 
withheld something from you.  

You see that beautiful tree there; the Tree of the Knowledge of 
Good and Evil? God is too stingy to give that to you.” 

He began to stir up in her a greed, a lust and a desire for that 
thing.  

Do you know what the key to poverty is? It is giving into Satan’s 
temptation to be greedy. And the more greedy you are for too 
much, the less you end up with. That doesn’t make sense though 
does it? 

You say, “But now hang on, you have been telling me that God 
wants to bless me; that He wants me to have abundance, and 
He wants me to have the best. Is it not greedy for me to want 
that?” 

No it is not greedy for you to want what God already gave you. 
It is greedy to want what God told you not to have.  
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Your Motive for Wealth 

There are three original temptations that Satan brought to Eve. 
And in the New Testament they are described in a verse in this 
way: 

1. The lust of the flesh 
2. The lust of the eyes 
3. The pride of life 

The lust of the flesh is our fleshly desires. The lust of the eyes is 
the things that we see that we want. And the pride of life is 
getting things that will make me look like a hotshot.  

You see it is our motive that is all wrong. Our motive is one of 
greed, covetousness and lust.  

When we do that, instead of us walking into the blessing that 
God has for us, we actually license Satan to take away from us 
all the good things God already gave us.  

Then as soon as we do that we get all bitter and twisted and say, 

“But that is not fair. Why did God allow this to happen to me?” 

He allowed it to happen because He gave you the freedom to 
choose, and you chose that. You chose to obey Satan and to give 
him license in your life. And Satan has stolen every cent that 
God had for you.  

You are fighting the wrong enemy. You are getting bitter against 
the wrong one.  

Satan has a whole doctrine built out of this you know. He has a 
whole doctrine of how it is unspiritual for us to want things. Then 
on the other hand he makes us lust for things. He’s so clever 
isn’t he? 
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The Effects of Sin  

When man sinned he lost everything. He lost the provision that 
God had given. He had to be driven out of the Garden of Eden, 
that place where the abundance was.  

He lost the security and protection that was there. The moment 
Adam sinned he began to hide away because he was afraid. He 
was full of fear.  

They even lost the harmony that they had between each other. 
There were now barriers between him and Eve, whereas before 
they were open and transparent with each other.  

All of that came as a result of sin. And the sin came as a result 
of listening to the voice of the enemy and submitting to it. 

Going Against the Ground 

After that time nothing came naturally anymore. Before the 
ground produced everything that it needed naturally. Adam 
didn’t have to work hard for this; it just came naturally. All he 
had to do was take care of it.  

You know it is pretty hard work picking fruit. Wouldn’t you love 
to have that job of just picking the fruit that you eat?  

He didn’t have to work hard. He didn’t have to really try and 
make the ground produce. It produced naturally. But the 
moment they sinned and allowed Satan license in their lives and 
in this earth a curse came upon the earth.  

Adam had to now work against the curse. Nothing came 
naturally. He had to work hard in the sweat of his face to make 
the ground produce.  

Ability to Overcome the Curse 

There were forces that were working against it. There was no 
sitting back and waiting for it to come naturally. I am afraid the 
world has been that way ever since.  
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Jesus came as the last Adam and He bought back what Adam 
had handed over to Satan. But this earth has not been redeemed 
yet.  

This earth is still under that curse, and God has given us the 
power now to overcome that curse on a daily basis. And if you 
don’t overcome the curse it is going to overwhelm you.  

Have you noticed that you don’t have to do much for a house to 
get dirty? All you need to do is do nothing, and before you know 
it there is dust and dirty everywhere. Things just seem to fall 
apart.  

You have to work at it and you often say, 

“I don’t feel like doing it. Can’t I just rest and sleep? I have to 
get up and dust everything. Where on earth does this dust come 
from?” 

You see that is part of the curse. If you have ever tried planting 
a garden you don’t have to plant weeds. The seeds came from 
who knows where.  

Blaming God for Poverty 

You have to work against them and get them out of the ground. 
That is the curse that we are operating in.  

You might say to me, 

“I can’t understand it; why does God allow the dust to settle on 
my nice furniture? It’s not fair. What kind of God do I serve that 
He can’t even keep my furniture clean?” 

Wouldn’t that be stupid? Or you might say, 

“What kind of God do we serve that He allows weeds to grow in 
my garden?” 

You wouldn’t be so stupid as to say that. But you are stupid 
enough to say, 
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“Why does God allow me to be poor and to suffer financially? 
Why doesn’t God do something?” 

It is the same thing. God has put it in your hands to do 
something. He has given you the power over the curse and it is 
up to you now to overcome that curse. 

Blessing Takes Work 

You were designed to prosper, and God gave you all the 
resources, the power and the abilities to overcome the curse in 
this world. He made you to prosper financially, to succeed and to 
walk in wealth and prosperity.  

You say, “Well it is fine for that guy who just inherited from his 
dad and walked in it.” 

He inherited a lot more from his dad than the money. Because if 
he didn’t learn how his dad made the money in the first place, 
that business would be gone in a couple of years.  

No he inherited a lot more than that. He learned from his father 
how that business was built up out of nothing through hard work 
and sweat. And he learned that if he wanted to keep that 
business going, it would cost him hard work and effort. 

That is the business that keeps going and thriving. But we stand 
in jealousy, envy and hatred against such a person and say, 

“Yeah, he just fell in the wealth.” 

No he didn’t just fall into the wealth. Yes he was blessed to be 
born into such a family, but it was still not automatic.  

And you know most of these people don’t even know the Lord 
but they can become wealthy. Then you say, 

“For me as Christian I can’t become wealthy.” 

Well I don’t see these wealthy people wringing their hands and 
saying, 
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“I wish God would do something.” 

They don’t even believe He exists. They just get in there and 
they do the work.  

Well God has given you what He gave them. But actually He has 
given you a lot more. So strictly speaking as a believer you 
should be doing better than these people, because you have 
more than they do.  
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Chapter 08 – Using Your Spirit, Soul 
and Body to Create Wealth 

What do you have inside of you? Let’s look first at what you have 
that an unbeliever also has.  

Creativity from Your Spirit 

The reason you are not wealthy and they are is because they are 
using what they have got. But you are too lazy to use what you 
have because you are waiting for God to do it. 

You might say to me,  

“I am a Christian. I will just pray and the wealth will fall on me.” 

No I’m afraid it is not going to fall on you. It doesn’t happen that 
way.  

God has placed the ability within your human spirit. Even an 
unbeliever has a human spirit. And within the human Spirit God 
has placed a creative ability. 

Animals don’t have that ability, so everything that animals do 
they do by a built in force called instinct. So animals succeed in 
this world using that instinct.  

But you as a human being don’t have instinct. You have an 
unprogrammed spirit. You have a spirit that has the ability to 
come up with new things that nobody has ever done before.  

The Power of Creativity 

Man is the only creature that can originate new things because 
you have a new power in your spirit. You can get revelation in 
your spirit. You can have an idea come up from deep within.  

As a believer you have even more than that because you have 
the Holy Spirit living inside of you and you can get revelation 
from God right from within your spirit.  
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That revelation and that submitting to the Spirit will produce a 
force that is the most powerful force in this world. Because it is 
the force by which God created the very worlds; the force of 
faith.  

The Scripture says that God created the worlds through faith. 
The Scripture tells us that faith brings the blessing of God into 
our lives.  

All of that is available to you. Where? In your human spirit.  

So how many new things have you created in the last while? 
How many new ideas did you come up with?  

You say, “Well I do my job every day. I go to work from 9 to 5 
and do the best that I can.  

I work hard and trust that my boss will pay me at the end of the 
month. And if I work hard maybe I will get an increase every 
now and then and my needs will be provided.” 

But you go along like a mule that is just harnessed. It has 
blinkers on and just does the same thing. It just does what it is 
told. It doesn’t take any creativity to be that way.  

You say, “I can’t understand why I’m not getting wealthy.” 

The reason is because you are not using what God gave you. You 
are not using the resources of your spirit to be original, creative 
and come up with something new. 

Use the Creativity You Have 

You might say, 

“Well I’m not capable of just going out and starting my own 
business.” 

Perhaps you are not. But you are capable of being creative in the 
job that you have. You are capable of coming up with new ways 
of doing your work, and impressing your boss so much that he 
promotes you and increases your income.  

By Les D. Crause



Chapter 08 Using Spirit, Soul & Body Page 24

And what do you know; your finances begin to increase. Have 
you ever thought about that? 

You say, “You know I just do what I need to do.” 

No, be honest with yourself. You do as little as you need to do so 
you don’t get fired. That is why you are poor, because you are 
not using the creative power of your spirit. 

Using Intellect from Your Soul 

God has also given us an ability in our souls.  

Our souls are a bit different to our spirits. In our souls we have 
the mind, emotions and will, but the mind or intellect is the most 
powerful thing that God has given us.  

Because of that ability that God has given us, we are able to 
study. We are able to research and learn new things. We are able 
to increase our intellectual capability and increase our 
knowledge.  

But sitting reading books and studying, watching videos and 
listening to tapes is hard work isn’t it? Going to school while a 
lecturer drones on and on and writing examinations is hard 
work, and you say, 

“I don’t feel like doing that.” 

It’s much easier for me to pray and say, 

“God, please bless me. Finances, you come.” 

Then when it doesn’t happen you get mad and say, 

“God doesn’t want to bless me. What is wrong with Him?” 

God says, “I have given you an intellectual ability. What are you 
doing with it? I have given you a good brain and an ability to 
accumulate knowledge.” 
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What did you learn this week? What did you learn this month? In 
fact what new things have you learned this year? Come on, be 
honest. 

You say, “I don’t really need to learn anything new because I 
know how to do my job.” 

Well that is why you are sitting in that same job, earning the 
same salary. And eventually somebody else who knows a bit 
more than you is going to come in, and they are going to say, 

“I would rather employ this guy than you.” 

Then they will let you go and put him in your job because he is 
going to do it a bit better than you. 

Do you want to be promoted in your job? They are not going to 
promote you because you have been faithful for 30 years. They 
are going to promote you because you are better; because you 
know more and you are more capable. 

How are you going to do that? You are going to have to increase 
your knowledge. The moment you do that, you now have the 
capability of producing more.  

Do you want abundance? Then increase the abundance of the 
creative ability of your spirit. Increase the abundance of your 
mind and the things that you know. 

Using Your Body to Work 

God has also given you a body. Do you know that we have a 
body that is so much different to the animals?  

You know you have to feel sorry for an animal. We see the dogs 
and we throw them down a little treat or a bone or something 
like that. Then they have to get in there and try and attack it 
with their mouths. 

They try and put their paw on the treat to hold it in place while 
they pulling at it. They really battle to get it. You think to 
yourself, 
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“You know if that was me I would just pick it up, hold it in my 
hands and direct it to the right part of my teeth and hold it while 
I chew.” 

A dog can’t do that though because it doesn’t have hands. God 
has given you two parts of your body to do things with. He has 
given you a lot more, but those two things are probably the most 
productive part of your body for you to use. 

Your hands give you the ability to do work that can produce 
wealth. Your two hands can make you wealthy. What are you 
doing with them? You might say, 

“I’m not very physically strong and capable.” 

Can you write with a pen, or are you able to type on a keyboard? 
Do you know how much wealth you can produce by typing or by 
writing?  

You could produce knowledge by writing books and selling them. 
You could do physical work with your hands. You can mold and 
make things or do artistic work and sell it. There are so many 
things that you can do like that. 

It requires diligence and it requires hard work. What are you 
doing to develop the skills that are in your body? 

It doesn’t just refer to your hands. How about the whole of your 
body? How much effort have you made to make your body the 
most efficient piece of machinery that you have to work with?  

It is Up to You 

You need to be able to do that so that your spirit is producing 
new ideas and being creative. And the knowledge that you have 
in your soul is also increasing, so that you are getting better and 
better all the time.  

If you can do that then here is what is going to happen. The 
better you get, the better it will get for you. The better you are, 
the better things will be for you. You might say to me, 
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“I wish things would get better.” 

If you want things to get better, then you are going to have to 
get better.  

You say, “I have been praying for this. I have been praying, 
‘Lord, please make things better.’ ” 

Well what is God doing?  

You say, “Well you know God isn’t doing anything. I’m still 
waiting for Him.” 

Did you try tapping into your spirit and asking God to give you a 
new revelation? Did you try spending a bit of time in the Word to 
increase that revelation? 

Have you spent time reading books and studying principles; 
studying the Word to increase your knowledge? Have you tried 
doing professional studies of different kinds of works or skills?  

Have you studied to increase your artistic abilities so that you 
can play better music, write better or act – whatever it is that 
you have? 

What have you done? How capable is your body of doing what it 
will take to produce the kind of work that will make you 
productive?  

If you are not prepared to do that then don’t cry that you are in 
poverty and lack. Don’t cry and complain against the Lord and 
say, 

“It’s not fair. Everybody else has everything. Look at those 
unbelievers. They have everything!” 

Because they are not lazy like you. They don’t know God, so 
they are not sitting on their backsides waiting for Him to do 
everything like you are. 

You say, “Well I’m a Christian. God should do things for me.” 
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He has already done it from the beginning – 2000 years ago on 
the cross of Calvary. God is waiting for you to get better. And 
soon as you get better things will get better for you.  

When this happens then you are going to begin to walk in the 
kind of blessing of provision that God intended for you. 

There is a lot more to it than this though because you may have 
problems when you try to do this. You might say to me, 

“I am ready to do that. I am more than ready to use all the 
abilities that God has given me, but I can’t seem to get it right.” 

That is because there are additional complications and we have 
an enemy out there. In the next section I am going to cover that 
in a bit more detail.  

I am going to show you the kind of problems that we can face. I 
will show you the things that stop us from moving into this, and 
how we can overcome and walk in victory and blessing. Then we 
will walk in the kind of prosperity that God has for us. 

By Les D. Crause
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